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weakness* In 1739, after twenty years of peaceful
progress, England renewed hostilities with Spain about
the Right of Search, but four years later the pretext
was changed to the question of the Austrian succession,
and in 1744 war was also declared against France*

In 1748, at the Peace of Aix4a-Chapelle, when a
general restitution of conquests took place, nearly thirty
millions had been added to our national debt; the trade
of the country was encumbered with additional customs
and excise; and the nation, in regard to its foreign
possessions, was in exactly the same state as at the com-
mencement of the war* " Every defeat in this war/'
wrote Bolingbroke, " like every triumph in the last,
became a reason for continuing it." Nor had the con-
tinental powers, whose quarrels (prosecuted for seven
years with the utmost animosity) were also decided at
the conferences of Aix-la-Chapelle, any better ground
for satisfaction* France had failed in her object of dis-
possessing the Austrian princess of her hereditary
dominions* Maria Theresa told the British Ambassador,
when he offered his congratulations on the return of
peace, that a message of condolence would be more
appropriate ; while the robbery of Silesia by the King
of Prussia, who was territorially the only gaining party,
led to the outbreak in 1756 of a fresh war between
Frederick and the Empress-Queen, which soon drew
nearly all the states of Europe within its focus, and
extended its ravages to Asia, Africa, and America*

Hoping so to gain success in the famous Seven Years'
War (1756-1763), Maria Theresa relinquished the friend-
ship of England, to whose assistance she had been
largely indebted for the preservation of her crown ; at
the same time her alliance with France, her neglect of the